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dEar FriEnds to tHE End…oF HoMElEssnEss , 

The ritual of celebrating an anniversary lodges  
in the acknowledgement of transformation.  
We are thrilled to have you join us to celebrate 
the 10th anniversary of the Next Key Center and 
the very first anniversary of Oma Village! 

Your unwavering support for these special places 
has given birth to transformation for hundreds of 
single adults and families. You will meet some of 
these folks at our celebration – mark your calendar 
for Friday, Sept. 21, and watch your mailbox for  
more details!

Every day, we meet people without a home. You 
meet them during the pursuits of daily living –  
traveling to school, shopping at grocery stores, 
enjoying a cup of coffee or tea.

They, as you, are integral parts of the community  
of Marin and the Bay Area. Like we do, they know 

the deep value of a home as a place of both transformation and belonging.

Families and individuals who are without a place to call home have to dig deep and marshal 
internal and external resources together to forge a pathway home. Likewise, everyone at  
Homeward Bound is digging deep – learning, collaborating, and honing a more responsive 
system of care with all of our community partners. During the past year, across the county, we 
have identified some of the main gaps to providing housing and support services, especially to 
the most vulnerable people in our midst. Collectively, we are retooling and refining, creating a 
system that sustains more effective working relationships and focuses our combined resources, 
hammering out opportunities to strengthen our shared safety net.

The impacts of these changes extend across the county. More chronically homeless people have 
been matched with housing options that include wraparound services to insure their success. 
Organizations working on homelessness have grown more integrated  
throughout the county. And collectively, we have endorsed the  
ultimate cure for homelessness – housing. 

The transformation of charity to justice –  
along with our two anniversaries – are cause for celebration! 

In gratitude, 

Mary Kay Sweeney, Executive Director
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You’re invited to celebrate with  
Homeward Bound of Marin!

We will gather to honor the 10-year anniversary of the  
Next Key Center and the first year of life at Oma Village. 

s a v E  t H E  d a t E

2 p.m. Friday, sept. 21, at oma village

Our special event will unveil the donor wall installed at 
Oma Village to acknowledge investors in that community and shine a light  

on contributors who helped open the Next Key Center. 

We look forward to telling you about the impact of these programs.  
More details will be coming soon about the festivities.

Thank you for sharing our vision that “everybody needs a place to call home!” 
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Celebrate With Us!



Fourteen families compose the Oma Village community, a modern, 
energy-efficient site in Novato. It opened at the end of 2016 after  
a $6.5 million fundraising campaign and reached full-house status  
in spring 2017. 

With a playground at the center and a community room where  
on-site staff coordinates services, it wasn’t long before children 
joined hands for games and parents swapped stories or occasional 
child care.

“Creating community is the center of our work at Oma Village.  
From conceptualizing the program to seeing residents move in 
and planning events together, we have aimed to cultivate a sense 
of safety and support in hopes people will meet and exceed their 
goals,” says Andre Cruz, the program coordinator. 

Services include food donations from ExtraFood, art workshops 
by DrawBridge, volunteer projects like family portrait sessions, or 
speakers from local programs such as the nearby library.

This year’s plans include new garden boxes, tai chi classes and  
financial literacy workshops. At the first parents’ meeting of  
2018, all the adults wrote letters to themselves about the year’s 
intentions, which will be mailed back to them in December.

“I’m so grateful for Oma Village: the playground’s great, the  
parents come out to socialize, the kids run in and out of each 
other’s houses sometimes,” says Monica A., an Oma Village  
resident with two daughters who works in pool maintenance. 

She adds: “At some point, I want to move to a place of my own and 
give somebody else the opportunity to have permanent housing 
that changes their life.” 

A kaleidoscope of activity colored Oma Village in its first year, ranging from get-to-know-you meetings and 
Movie Night to a back-to-school barbecue, a visit from Santa, a gingerbread house party and an Easter egg hunt. 

oma village: a place for roots and growth
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When Curtis J. enrolled at Fresh Starts Culinary Academy, he had done  
a lot of cooking. He never thought about studying it, however, until he  
became homeless.

His mother cooked at a junior high school and Curtis learned from her, but he  
realized there were things he didn’t know from growing up with eight brothers  
and seven sisters. 

“I didn’t know the names of different pans. I didn’t know the types of pasta,” he 
recalls. “Growing up, we only saw green bell peppers. I didn’t know there were  
red, yellow, or other things.”

Four years after graduating from Fresh Starts, he’s worked at several local restaurants, 
including Insalata’s and The Cheesecake Factory. He supervises a nine-person team  
at Miyoko’s Kitchen to break down and clean the suite of 10 machines that make  
the company’s artisan vegan cheese.

Between that job and a dishwasher/prep cook position in San Rafael, Curtis works 
a long week. All those hours will take him eventually back to full-time cooking, he 
says, perhaps somewhere that he takes the lead.

As the first in his family to graduate high school, Curtis says he learned how to  
focus while observing “a lot of crime, a lot of drugs, a lot of everything. I stayed  
in school. I knew that was a ticket out.”

He arrived at Homeward Bound of Marin after a living situation ended abruptly,  
leaving him and a 3-year-old son without housing. When his son rejoined his  
mother, Curtis made his way to Mill Street Center, our year-round emergency  
shelter in San Rafael.

“My goal then was to seek out the culinary program and get my paperwork in place for cooking,” he says. “I learned a lot of  
techniques that were new to me and my knife skills got a lot better. I learned about hygiene and overall kitchen management.”

Driven to maintain ties with his children – his son is now nine and he has a 15-year-old daughter – Curtis says he aimed to make  
the most of his opportunities. Along with cooking, he has worked as a school janitor, at Goodwill, and at local discount stores.

“If I have to prove myself, I can do it,” he says. “I always stay busy.” 

Now living in a Novato apartment, Curtis feels grateful for the chance to get back on his feet and begin building a career with  
Homeward Bound. “You need to put in 100 percent. It will pay off,” he says.

profile: Curtis J. Finds Springboard in Culinary Training

NOW LIvINg IN A NOvATO APARTMENT, CuRTIS 

FEELS gRATEFuL FOR THE CHANCE TO gET BACk 

ON HIS FEET AND BEgIN BuILDINg A CAREER 

WITH HOMEWARD BOuND. “YOu NEED TO PuT 

IN 100 PERCENT. IT WILL PAY OFF,” HE SAYS.
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Curtis J. (above) is only one of the people who have forged a 
stronger future at the Next Key Center, which celebrates its  
10th anniversary this fall.

More than 200 tenants have lived in the next key  
apartments, transitioning out of homelessness while gaining 
skills to succeed in such diverse careers as auto mechanics, 
nursing, accounting and retail management.

The apartments provide “employment 
enhancement housing,” where tenants 
stay up to two years. The Next Key 
Center also offers a 3,000-square-foot 
kitchen for Fresh Starts Culinary  
Academy, The Key Room event space 
and our administrative offices.

Fresh starts Culinary academy now 
enrolls up to 60 students yearly.  
The Key Room hosts community 

events and private parties, employing graduates in catering  
and service.

The center also houses the transition to wellness program, 
which offers shelter to people without housing who are 
released from local hospitals. This partnership with service 
providers and hospitals includes medical oversight,  
case management and meals. last year, the savings estimate 

from avoided hospital stays was  
$2.5 million.  

The Next Key Center drew headlines 
even before opening with a first-ever 
nonprofit IPO, our “Immediate Public 
Opportunity to help end homeless-
ness” by purchasing a $32 fundraising 
share. Renowned investor Warren 
Buffett bought the first share and 
community investors raised more than 
$1 million for the capital campaign.

THE NExT kEY CENTER :  A PLACE TO OPEN DOORS FOR THE FuTuRE

This is to certify that has purchased 

shares of Homeward Bound of Marin’s The Next Key facility and is a certified friend to the end of homelessness.

Witness,

All funds raised during this “Immediate Public Opportunity” are tax deductible and will be used to build The Next Key facility at Hamilton Field, Novato, CA.
The above named stockholder does not actually own stock or shares in the nonprofit public charity “Homeward Bound of Marin” or any of its assets. 
These IPO shares offer shareholders an opportunity to “take stock in their community”. 

Immediate Public Opportunity
…To End Homelessness…

Mary Kay Sweeney, Executive Director

Jean Taylor, Chair, Capital Campaign Bob Puett, Deputy Director 

Fr. Phil Rountree, Chairman, Board of Directors



Our county already has the oldest population in the Bay Area. 
By 2030, fully a third of Marin residents are projected to be  
60 years or older.

A quarter of today’s seniors rent their homes in Marin,  
yet fully half of those residents fit the description of  
“cost-burdened,” or paying more than a third of income  
for housing. About 30% of senior homeowners feel the  
same pinch.

Approximately 1,800 affordable rental units exist in Marin 
for seniors or people with disabilities, leaving others with 

pressures that create housing insecurity. Some face the dire 
prospect of homelessness in their golden years.

Volunteers who fanned out last year across Marin to take a  
biannual “one-day snapshot” of the homeless population 
found 13% of them were at least 60 years old. Of those,  
80% had been homeless for a year or longer.

The King Street Senior Housing site offers a proposal to  
address this crisis, expanding housing opportunities within  
an existing building.
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With our partners at St. Patrick’s Church, we aim to open the 
doors this fall. The Larkspur Planning Commission voted  
5-0 in February to approve a use permit for the program.

An estimated $1.3 million in renovations will come first for  
the 5,825-square-foot  property, which has been leased from 
the Archdiocese of San Francisco for 35 years. The work  
includes a new roof, new windows, kitchen remodel and  
bathroom upgrades.

Since the use permit approval, the project team has been 
finalizing detailed plans for city review and pursuing funds  
to complete the work.

“This is the type of Marin housing that makes sense – to  
use existing housing to meet today’s needs,” says a letter 
submitted to planning commissioners by the Aging Action 
Initiative, one of dozens received to support the proposal.

“We are thrilled to be working with Monsignor Padazinski  
and St. Patrick’s parish to offer financially vulnerable seniors  
a new lease on life and, simultaneously, to renovate and 
reinvigorate a classic neighborhood home,” says Mary Kay 
Sweeney, Executive Director of Homeward Bound of Marin.

The need has never been greater, she adds. At New Beginnings 
Center, our 80-bed shelter program, the proportion of  
residents aged 62 and over has risen from 18 percent to  
21 percent in one year.

A program coordinator will be assigned to plan services for  
residents along with the on-site manager, also a low-income  
senior. Their priority will be connecting residents with community 
services for medical care, transportation and other needs.

Photography by James Cacciatore. 

To learn more about this project and how to support it, please  
contact Deputy Director Paul Fordham at pfordham@hbofm.org  
or 415-382-3363 x211.

king street senior Housing: new initiative in supportive Housing 
King Street Senior Housing, our newest addition to the county’s affordable housing stock, creates space for 11 low-income 
seniors and an on-site manager in a former convent at 127 King St. in downtown Larkspur.
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MARIN SENIORS FACE HOuSINg SquEEzE



According to a 2017 “Point-in-Time” census of homeless people  
in Marin, our county has the third-highest per capita rate of 
homelessness in the nine Bay Area counties with 1,117 individuals. 
Marin also showed the second-highest percentage of chronically 
homeless people in the Bay Area.

Homeward Bound of Marin, which operates year-round shelters  
and supportive housing for hundreds of people, plays a central role 
in turning the tide. Our partners include Marin Housing Authority, 
Ritter Center, St. Vincent de Paul Society, Buckelew Programs, Adopt 
A Family of Marin, county officials and the City of San Rafael.

as partners, this network has set its sights on ending chronic 
homelessness in Marin County by 2022. There’s a good foundation 
for this goal. Here’s what we’ve learned: 
•   A relatively small number of vulnerable people continue to  

cycle between shelter services and the streets, even though our  
programs succeed to help many people transition out of  
homelessness. (Last year, 70% of people leaving our programs 
moved to stable housing.)

•   Service providers lacked a system for ongoing communication 
and often served the same people without sharing information. 
The situation proved toughest in helping people who faced 
homelessness repeatedly and were more likely to have  
overlapping issues of mental health, substance abuse or disability.

Over the past two years, the collaborating agencies have studied 
new approaches.  We visited programs in Santa Rosa, Berkeley and 
Palo Alto to see what’s working and attended workshops by Iain De 
Jung, a nationally recognized leader in “housing first” strategies. 

A handful of local officials, including Deputy Director Paul Fordham, 
joined the “Built for Zero” initiative that comprises 72 counties 
across the country seeking new ways to end homelessness.

we implemented several changes based on the findings.  
Here’s what we’ve done: 
•   Formed a countywide Homeless Outreach Team.

•   Adopted common questions to assess the needs of each person.

•   Launched a new system to share data among community  
partners.

•   Started weekly meetings to check on progress for people  
seeking help.

we see results. In the first 18 months, this collaboration helped  
23 adults transition into housing after repeated stints of  
homelessness. In the past six months, an additional 30 people  
have secured housing. 

Our next step at Homeward Bound is lowering barriers that  
prevent some people from entering the shelter system. Mill Street 
Center will eliminate the $3 nightly fee for shelter and allow  
people under the influence to stay, as long as they maintain safe 
and respectful behavior. 

There’s broad countywide support among agencies to make these 
changes. Work has begun on exact plans and timing.

Paul Fordham, Homeward Bound’s Deputy Director, says the changes 
simply set housing as the most important need. “It’s not trying to 
heal somebody first, not trying to address every one of their  
needs, just get them into a housing option as quickly as possible, 
especially the most vulnerable,” he says.

S p r i n g / S u m m e r  n e w S  2 0 1 8

agencies Collaborate for results in Housing

Government agencies and nonprofits have built a new collaboration to bring better solutions to 
people without housing, especially those who have struggled with prolonged bouts of homelessness.

This new initiative puts a “housing first” lens on services and looks at all programs operated in Marin 
County as a common pool of resources to support families and adults with critical housing needs.

Created a countywide 
Homeless Outreach Team 
to get to know people on 
the streets and pinpoint 
the barriers for ending 

their homelessness.

Adopted a common  
set of questions to  

assess the needs and  
vulnerability of every 

person seeking shelter.

  Introduced a system to 
share data and obtain an 
information release from 

each person served,  
enabling partners in  

various programs to team 
up in search of individual 

solutions for everyone 
who needs help.

Committed to weekly 
meetings to verify 

progress for individuals 
needing help, working 

systematically from a list 
of names to house the 

most vulnerable people 
and create joint  

accountability among 
service providers. 

w H a t  w E ’ v E  a C C o M p l i s H E d

? a

wE sEE rEsults. IN THE FIRST 18 MONTHS, 23 ADULTS HAVE TRANSITIONED INTO HOUSING AFTER  
REPEATED STINTS OF HOMELESSNESS. ANOTHER 30 PEOPLE HAVE SECURED HOUSING IN THE PAST SIx MONTHS.
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volunteer spotlight: Stan Burford

when a fifth-grader decides to hold a bake sale for 
charity, that’s kindness. when the student has a specific 
local program in mind to support and has seen its  
impact, that’s engagement.

Children4Change seeks engagement and compassion for its  
participants, says Emily Elder, founder of the group that  
involves students in third to eighth grade from 300 to 400 
participating families. “We’re very excited about working with 
Homeward Bound,” she adds.

For Mother’s Day, they have organized massages for parents at 
our Family Center emergency shelter and a gift-making workshop 
for children. The group also plans to make meals for the Family 
Center and Mill Street Center, our year-round shelter for adults.

Children4Change works with six schools – five in the Ross Valley 
plus Davidson Middle School in San Rafael – to help participants 
“bridge the gap” between the desire to help and making a  
connection with impact for the community, Emily says.

Students in elementary school can attend a weekly meeting at 
lunch where a teacher leads activities. They might include  
interactive games, videos or guest speakers, perhaps including 
someone who has been homeless as well as a service provider.

“During the formative years, families often don’t find the  
opportunities they want to volunteer together,” adds Emily, who 
is the mother of three children ages 3, 5 and 7 years. “We try to lay 
some groundwork so it’s meaningful. The conversations in the car 
can be more valuable than anything else.”

At Family Center, Children4Change has signed up to deliver dinner 
on Wednesday nights, when parents have a regular meeting. They 
also plan to join the monthly rotation of meal providers at Mill 
Street Center, which serves 55 people every night.

One student who had visited Family Center organized his own bake 
sale to benefit the program. “That’s the empowering ‘aha’ moment,” 
Emily says.

For more information, visit children4change.org.

Most often remembered for 28 years as the helicopter 
reporter for kgo radio and kgo-tv, stan Burford retired 
after 51 years in Bay area media. now with more time 
available, he’s pursued volunteer activities on the ground 
at Homeward Bound of Marin.

“My favorite pasttime is working on  
projects,” says Stan, a San Rafael resident 
whose father and grandfather worked as  
general contractors. 

His first assignment in 2016 might have scared 
some people: a room full of flat-packed  
furniture to be assembled for our new  
Oma Village family housing site. He grabbed  
a partner and went to work on dining  
tables, chairs, bunk beds and dressers for  
14 apartments, a task that took three weeks. 

Since then, Stan has installed earthquake 
bracing for large furniture in several programs, 
hung doors and tackled other fix-it tasks.  
“I try to ask every conceivable question  
before we start so I can meet the vision for 
the project,” he says.

Stan also has been involved with CERES Community Project, which 
provides healthy meals to people facing life-threatening illness. His 
wife, Julie, launched the Marin branch of the program.

He also volunteers for Whistlestop’s CarePool program, taking  
seniors who need rides to medical appointments or grocery  

shopping, and recently was appointed to the 
San Rafael Fire Commission.

Volunteering for Homeward Bound lets him 
use skills that he learned while growing up in 
San Francisco, experimenting with hammer 
and nails in his father’s home workshop.

Stan studied drafting and architecture as a 
young man, expecting to take over eventually 
in his father’s business. That changed when he 
got a job at KSFO at the age of 21. “Flying in a 
helicopter and working with a dream team – 
it was heaven,” he says.

His carpentry skills stayed fresh, however, and 
have been valuable for Homeward Bound to 
keep properties in good shape for residents.

Community partner spotlight: Children for Change
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Finding a place to work on your car when you  
have no driveway is just one of the dilemmas that 
Cody and Sierra faced as they worked to climb out  
of homelessness.

“When you’re homeless, you have to hide it from the 
world,” says Sierra, recalling how they tried to explain to 
their daughter, Cali, that everything had to be quiet at night 
in their camper truck. “You’re not supposed to be sleeping 
on the street in your car.” 

Normal life unraveled for the family in 2015, when Cody 
was hospitalized with gangrene after injuring his arm. He 
spent weeks unable to work and they landed at our Family 
Center emergency shelter in December 2015.

Two years after their shelter stay, things have changed 
dramatically. Cody regained his health, graduated from the 
Automotive Technology program at Indian Valley College 
and found a job with a local auto repair shop.

He’s taken eight master technician tests to become the 
most credentialed staff member at the shop, raising his 
salary in the process. They expanded their family with 
a second daughter, Chloe, and moved into a new, larger 
apartment in San Rafael.

Their path out of homelessness drew from the same  
process used in car repair, Cody says. “You start with  
diagnostics. Then you take the right steps one by one in  
the appropriate direction to get things right.”

The fix wasn’t easy, Sierra adds. They realized quickly that they  
fell between the cracks: they had too much in savings to qualify  
for help but their bad credit prevented them from being accepted 
in an apartment – even though they could afford it. 

They worked hard together to learn about credit repair and  
housing opportunities as their savings dwindled from paying for 
motel rooms, leaving them resigned to living in the camper truck. 

At the Family Center, they found staff ready to help them sort their 
options and move to a low-cost apartment. “We sold the camper 

and doubled our money. We had some hospital bills to pay off.  
We didn’t realize what a big deal credit is,” Sierra says.

Having the Family Center as a base made a huge difference, Sierra 
says. “Without that chance, I don’t know how we could have turned 
the tide,” she adds. “It’s just hard to focus when you’re worrying all 
the time about where to sleep.”

For now, they put as much as possible toward savings for a home. 
When Chloe goes to preschool, Sierra plans to start working again 
as a preschool teacher. “We thought we would be average folks,” 
Cody says. “We never expected to be homeless.” 

profile: Family Rises with Graduation, New Job and New Home

“WITHOuT THAT CHANCE, I DON’T kNOW HOW WE COuLD HAvE 

TuRNED THE TIDE,” SHE ADDS. “IT’S juST HARD TO FOCuS WHEN YOu’RE 

WORRYINg ALL THE TIME ABOuT WHERE TO SLEEP.” — SIERRA

Make an investment in positive change with a gift to support our programs  
for homeless families and individuals in Marin County.

You can honor friends or loved ones with your contribution or set up  
a recurring gift to ensure a strong safety net for the future.

Make a gift online at hbofm.org/donate or by check to: 
Homeward Bound of Marin 
1385 n. Hamilton pkwy., novato, Ca. 94949

thank you for your support!

Ways to give – Your support transforms lives
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transition  
to wellness 

Novato
3 studio units  

(6 medical respite beds)

Fireside apartments 
Mill valley

Partnership with Eden 
Housing 

8 senior units (8 beds)

Family Center 
San Rafael

9 rooms (25 beds) 

next key 
apartments 

Novato
4 studio units (8 beds) 

oma village 
Novato 

14 houses (35 beds)

adult services Family services

Job-training programs

Mental Health services

EmErgEncy ShEltEr

Mill street Center 
San Rafael

55 beds

EmErgEncy ShEltEr

EmErgEncy ShEltEr

tranSitional houSing

san Clemente 
Family Homes 
Corte Madera

Partnership with EAH  
Housing.4 houses (13 beds)  

PErmanEnt SuPPortivE houSing

Family place 
Multiple Locations

10 houses (41 beds)

PErmanEnt SuPPortivE houSing

Meadow park 
Novato 

Partnership with EAH  
Housing. 6 houses (15 beds)

Yellow Hallway 
San Rafael

2 families (5 beds)

PErmanEnt SuPPortivE houSing

tranSitional houSing

new Beginnings 
Center 
Novato

80 beds (including 16 beds 
for veterans) 

ShEltEr & tranSitional houSing

PErmanEnt SuPPortivE houSingPErmanEnt SuPPortivE houSingPErmanEnt SuPPortivE houSing

Fireside apartments 
Mill Valley

Partnership with Eden  
Housing. 10 houses (35 beds)

PErmanEnt SuPPortivE houSing

voyager program 
San Rafael

5 rooms (10 beds)

Carmel program 
San Rafael

26 rooms (26 beds)

EmErgEncy ShEltEr

palm Court 
Multiple Locations

26 beds

PErmanEnt SuPPortivE houSing PErmanEnt SuPPortivE houSing

apprenticeships
Offers paid apprenticeships 

in Janitorial & Building  
Maintenance and  

Landscaping & Gardening. 

next key 
apartments 

Novato
25 studio units (25 beds) 

tranSitional houSing

Fourth street Center 
San Rafael

20 rooms (20 beds)

PErmanEnt SuPPortivE houSing

Meadow park 
Novato 

Partnership with EAH  
Housing. 6 houses (15 beds)

PErmanEnt SuPPortivE houSing

warner Creek 
senior Housing 

Novato
Partnership with Eden 

Housing. Support services 
provided for 60 residents
PErmanEnt SuPPortivE houSing

Fresh starts  
Culinary academy
Offers intensive 10-week  

job-training program. Enrolls  
up to 80 students annually.

Housing at last 
Multiple Locations 

26 beds

HoMEward Bound prograM Map – 2018
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Gifts of Time and Resources
C o n g r e g at i o n S

thank you to:
•  The following congregations for bringing a monthly meal to Mill Street  

Center: aldersgate united Methodist Church, village Baptist Church,  
unitarian universalist Congregation of Marin and spirit rock Meditation 
Center, st. luke’s presbyterian Church, Congregation rodef sholom,  
st. stephen’s Episcopal Church, Community Congregational Church of 
tiburon, trinity lutheran Church, redwoods presbyterian Church,  
st. isabella’s Catholic Church, Hillside Church of Marin, westminster  
presbyterian Church, Marin lutheran Church, First united Methodist 
Church of san rafael, st. anselm’s Catholic Church, st. andrew  
presbyterian Church, presbyterian Church of novato, korean presbyterian 
Church, Marin Covenant Church, First presbyterian Church of san rafael, 
First presbyterian Church of san anselmo, Cornerstone Community 
Church, st. John’s Episcopal Church, Congregation kol shofar, and  
nativity of Christ greek orthodox Church.

•  peace lutheran Church for ongoing support at the Fireside Apartments. 
•  women’s tuesday group from Hillside Church of Marin for cooking  

meals for the Family Center.
•  the tnt Club of trinity lutheran Church for diaper donations.
•  st. isabella’s Church for Christmas gifts for kids
•  Hillside Church of Marin for an Easter egg party at Oma Village

S C H o o l S

thank you to: 
•  san domenico school 4th graders for cooking meals monthly.
•  san domenico school 5th graders for art pieces for the Family Center wall.
•  san domenico school 7th graders for working in the gardens at  

New Beginnings Center.
•  san domenico school 5th graders for staffing a food pantry at Fireside 

Apartments.
•  Marin primary and Middle school, Marin academy and Marin Country  

day school students and families for garden help at New Beginnings Center.
•  Branson school for creating a succulent garden at New Beginnings Center.

B u S i n e S S e S ,  a n d  o rg a n i z at i o n S

thank you to:
•  Cake4kids for donating birthday cakes to our young residents.
•  stone soup Marin and anne’s kitchen for providing monthly meals at  

Mill Street Center.
•  Eo products for donating organic personal care products to our programs.
•  planet Bee Foundation and the Marin Beekeepers association for ongoing 

support for beehives at New Beginnings Center.
•  the republic of tea for donating tea and volunteering in the garden.
•  Residents of novato Healthcare Center and san rafael Healthcare &  

wellness Center for making meals for Mill Street Center.
•  kiosk for ongoing website support, digital marketing and a succulent garden.
•  deseret industries store in Sacramento for donating bedding.

•  Michael Basso Foundation for back-to-school and Easter donations.
•  susieCakes for pies and cakes for our programs.
•  grateful gatherings for the living room renovation at Family Center.
•  warm wishes for backpacks for residents.
•  City Carpets one Floor & Home for rugs and flooring.
•  Family of women and san rafael village for holiday presents for women in 

our programs.
•  Meritage Medical network for holiday gifts for residents.
•  Children4Change, for supporting the Family Center and Mill Street Center.
•  novato Mothers Club for diaper donations.
•  sanZuma and San rafael Harbor rotary Club for donating fruit trees.
•  Jewish Family & Children’s services for help in the gardens.

i n d i v i d u a l S

thank you to:
•  renata Bihun, liza nichayeva, Megan tunzi, amanda Mueller, suzanne 

Caprio, Jane sweeney and Cyndie Martel for volunteering at Fresh Starts 
Chef Events.

•  neely wang for professional photo services for Homeward Bound events.
•  Carol Eade, Jodi skinner, Hiroko robinson, Janet Calmels, kathy Fenger,  

ian Morrison, daniel Cheetham, and steven deschler for volunteering in  
the New Beginnings Center kitchen.

•  Joy nickinson and Christopher delellis for volunteering in the chaplaincy 
program at Warner Creek Senior Housing.

•  susan orma, nancy Elberg, renata Bihun, Hilary shelley and diane Bean  
for assisting at the New Beginnings Center front desk.

•  Mary Ellen Braly, Eavan Marcum and andy arenberg for administrative  
help and support.

•  Mary wright for creating flyers for Fresh Starts Chef Events. 
•  natalie & daria’s Flowers for weekly flowers to New Beginnings Center.
•  dawn uhalley and Mark reynolds for taking family portraits.
•  sherri rogers for ongoing help in the garden.
•  amanda weitman and Chris Heffelfinger for delivering Saturday lunches  

at Family Center.
•  gail schreuder and Jennie gill for donating move-out baskets to residents.
•  sara Henry for offering art workshops at Warner Creek Senior Housing.
•  adelina gowdy and family for cooking once a month for the Family Center.
•  Carolyn Hammond for sewing curtains at the Family Center.
•  aidan o’neill for baking cakes for our families. 
•  Marcie and donald leach for bringing deliveries from the Food Bank to  

Family Center.
•  the spinale Family for meals for the Family Center and holiday gifts.

tHank you! If we have forgotten to list you, please accept our  
apology and know we appreciate all that you do. 
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1385 N. Hamilton Parkway
Novato, CA 94949

Homeward Bound of Marin is ending homelessness with housing, training and hope.

Giving back has never tasted so good!
Eat wEll ,  do good witH FrEsH starts CHEF EvEnts!

on July 9th, we showcase Michelin-starred Chef stefano Massanti  
with v. sattui winery. stay tuned for news about the fall lineup!

Get tickets online at bit.ly/FSchefevents or call 415-382-3363 x243.  
Proceeds from our events support shelter and job-training programs  
at Homeward Bound of Marin.

Join us for the most delicious evenings in Marin! 

Your dollars MakE CHangE!

Plan your next event in The Key Room

Our modern, flexible event space with on-site  
catering offers full service for conferences,  
company meetings, parties, banquets or other  
special occasions. 

Event & Catering Coordinator Viki Card will help  
you find the best dates, menus and other options  
for your needs. 

Contact 415-382-3363 x214 or visit thekeyroom.com 
to get started with your plans.

All proceeds from The Key Room support shelter  
and job-training programs. 




